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POLITICAL ‘DOM BS TIC), 


Tar Strachey Gasette notices a daring dacoity which lately 
happened in Ballia (Ghazeepore). A periodical mart is held 
in the town, which is attended by a large number of persons 
from the sutrounding places. On one of. these days a band of 
bout 1,000 dacoits entered the town, di disguised as dealers, put ~ 
up there, and at night committed a theft i in the house of a 
mahajun, and carried away immense booty. The police were 
too few to offer resistance to the robbers at the time, but are 
now busy in making a search after them 


The Kérndmah of the 2nd February agaih comtnends the 
ease of the wuseega holders and pensioners of Oudh to the 
favorable consideration of Government. _It is observed that, 
though several lakhs of rupees are monthly allowed from the 
‘Imperial. treasury to the princes and nobles of the province as 
pensions, they remain involved in ‘poverty and distress. - As 
before, this is said to be owin g to the extortions practised on 
the pensioners by mahajuns, who lend money to them at an 
exorbitant interest and hold their ‘waseegas i in pledg e, dr awing 
the allowances month by month from the treasury, and giving 
only a portion to the wuseega holders, while they keep the rest 
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to themselves: Ina word, the. mahajuns have little short of 
the absolute disposal of the wuseegas, and tyrannize over the 
pensioner as they please. 


The Rosndmcha of the 4th - February ‘diab the 
article which appeared in the Oudh Excelsior of the 3rd idem, 
on the subject of the ill-feeling between the Sheeas and Sun- 
nees of Lucknow. . The editor is at one with his Enghsh con- 
temporary in thinking the Akhydr-yl-Akhbdr, the organ of 
the Sheeas of Lucknow, instrumental in provoking this ill- 
feeling. There is searce a number of that paper but contains 
attacks on the Sunnees in one shape or another. 


The Kdrndmah bears out the above statement, and espe- 


cially invites attention: to No. 47 of Volume LI. of the Akhydr- 
ul-Akhbar, dated 20th January last. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 6th February, ina commu- 
nicated article, remarks on the exclusive rights and indul gen- 
ces allowed by Government to the Maivanses | -sepoys, as dis- 
tin guished from their fellows of the Bengal Presidency. They 
are , permitted to carry their families with them wherever they 
Zo at the cost of Government, which comes up to a consider- 
able sum, especially when they travel by rail or sea; when aron 
is born to them a monthly allowance ‘is fixed for him’;‘on the 
death of asepoy his keir succeeds him i in his ‘post, ‘irrespec- 
tive of his age or fitness for military’ service , ‘they gét rice of a 
superior quality to eat, and in ¢ase of the rate being less than 
16 seers a rupee, are allowed a travelling allowance ; and 80 on. 


A correspondent of the Lauh-i-Mahfuz of the same date 

draws attention to the dangerous: state of the road between 
Mynpoory and Shekoabad. To travel this distance of 32 miles 
is as hazardous as the j journey: from Peshawar to Hyderabad 
once > used bo be. For instanee— 
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of 4 or 5 miles from Mynpodry, when a gang of dacoits made 
their appearance, who belaboured the ‘cart-driver ‘with elabs, 
stripped the travellers of all their property, not even sparing 
the clothes worn by them, and made off. .This happened quite: 
close to a police station; but despite. the entreaties of the 
passengers, the chowkeedar did not come in for assistance. 


(b) A similar mishap befell another cart . which: was left. a 
little behind the aforesaid one; but through the timely arrival 
of a-sowar, who offered a brave resistance to the robbers, 
although: he received severe wounds in the aftray, the robbers 
were repulsed. - 


Another correspondent of the same.paper, writing from — 
Huldwanee, mentions the following particulars of a-daring high- 
way robbery said to have occurred there in open day. A 
cluth-merchant wko was going to Nynee Tal on horseback 
with Rs, 1,000 to get a Hoondee, on reaching the bazaar was 
suddenly attacked by.a party of five or six budmashes, who 
unhorsed arid beat him, after which two men of the party ran 
away with the money. Meanwhile, two or three friends of the 
cloth-merchant came to his assistance, and a fierce strug- 
gle ensued, when the police jemadar arriving at the spot seized 
both parties and took them ta the tuhseel. Two constables 
‘were also despatched for the apprehension of the runaway 
offenders, who were soon brought. The case was brought 
up before the Tuhseel Mohurrir,— the Peshkar happening 
to be on tour at the time ; but, notwithstanding the urgent 
entreaties of the cloth- merchant, the official refused. to: conduct 
immediate i inquiries on. the spot, and ‘it was duly when it was: 
too late that the houses of the offenders were searched. The. 
peor - plaintiff was made to furnish a sectrity of Rs. 1,000 for 
personal ‘appea ance... The consequence ‘was that the offenders. 
rere released in the evening. The injured party has now sued 

a 10 Assista Bt Ceampaisgioner for j dusts use, : 4 ah 
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of the Dharm Sabhé at Umritsur." The amount of the loss 
is estimated at Rs. 2,000 or 2,500. 


The Punjdbt Akhbdr of the 7th February has an article 
on Government jails. These expensive jails only serve as 
schools for teaching the prisoners all kinds of vices by com- 
pelling the better class of prisoners to be constantly in the 
company of the most depraved wretches. 


The old rude and speedy punishments may have been bar- 
barous, but at least they effectually rid the country of criminals. 


The plan of separate confinement should be brought over 
‘into India from England. 


The same paper, while praising the Municipal Committee of 
Jullundhur for having introduced. many improvements and 
reforms into that city, and made good arrangements for its 
cleanliness, wonders that its attention should not have been 
directed to the need of removing to a distance the work-shops 
of leather-dyers, which are a great nuisance, and are extremely 
injurious to the health of the inhabitants. The writer would 
have a separate quarter assigned for the work-houses towards 
the east of Eedgah or Qurar Khan-ka-Mohullah. — 


A correspondent of the same paper draws attention to the 
following case. A zemindar with two buffaloes was crossing 
the bridge over the Pulkhoo Nullah near Wuzeerabad (‘Pun- 
jab), when a European, who is employed in the Railway 
Department, came in a buggy from the other side. In the 
middle of the bridge, one of the buffaloes took fri cht at the 
buggy and knocked against it, thereby doing: some damage 
to the harness. The Biaspsen filed a criminal suit against 
the zemindar in the Tuhseelee Court, on which the defend- 


ant was sentenced to a fine, part of which was to be given to- 
the plaintiff as damages. 


The correspondent fails to see the justice of the punish- 
ment, thinking that, if the zemindar were supposed to be 


guilty for net haying taken proper care of his charge, the 


SF le, 


European was equally so for having hurried on with his buggy 
over the bridge after seeing the buffaloes coming from : the 
other side. He further asks—“Supposing the horse had taken 
fright and done-some injury to the buffaloes, who would be 
held guilty?’ ‘* The poor Hindoostanee, no doubt,” is the 


answer. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette reviews the same case ta 
the same effect. 


Another correspondent of the Panjdbt Akhbér mentions a 
‘burglarious theft of property, valued at Rs. 400, said to have 
been committed in the house of a prostitute at Mooltan. The 
police instead of making a diligent search after the thieves, 
placed a guard at the house for several days, to the great 
inconvenience of the owner, and are sure in the end to set 


down her statement as false, as they are used to do in such 
cases, | 


A correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the same 
date, writing from Dugshai (Punjab), says that some European 


soldiers who ravished a woman were punished with only three 
- months’ imprisonment each, 


_ ‘The Oordoo Akhbar of the 8th February draws atten- 
tion to the difficulty experienced by Natives in cashing their 
cheques, &e., at the Bank of Bengal. Europeans have free . 
access to the Agent and soon obtain payment ; but poor Na- 
tives have to wait for hours before their notes are cashed. 
The writer illustrates this by an instance which came within 
his personal observation at Lucknow. _ | 


' The Kavi Vachan Sudhé of the 9th February, in its: local 
news column, points out the necessity of demolishing the house 
belonging to Raoji Chbibulkur, situated in the rear of the 
house of Raja Ram Shastri in Ghasee ‘Tolah, as well as the 
upper storey of the Bhangwalla’s shop in Janharee Bazaar 


(Benares), both of which are said to be in a very dangerous 
state, | foe eset 
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A correspondent’ of the: Kdrndmah of the same date, writ- 
ing from Agra, mentions two cases of accidental murder 
which recently happened at the. Railway Station there on the 
same day, In one of these a young girl was crushed todeath 
by a cart which was carrying goods to the station; while in’ 
the other an infant child was killed ina similar manner by an 
tkka. The writer’s object in drawing attention to the acci- 
dents is, that, although both of them occurred on the same 


day and at the same place, notice of the former Only was con- 
veyed to the authorities, which he considers very strange. 


Another correspondent of the same paper praises Rai 
Sali Ram, Extra Assistant Commissioner of J hujjur (Pun-- 
jab), for his good administration. The streets and lanes. 
are kept clean ; a dispensary has been founded for the benefit 
of the sick ; and a grand commercial mart was held on the 
ovcasion of the late Busunt Pinchumee at the instance of 
the Rai and Seth Muttra Dass and other mahajuns of the 
ety. ae a os ae 


The Mayo Memorial Gazette of the 10th February draws. 
attention to the bad sanitary state of Mohullas Arab Serai 
and Nizam-ood-deen in the suburbs of Delhi. ‘In the close 
vicinity of the. northern and western gates of the former, and 
in front of the eastern and western gates of the latter, filth 
is. collected by sweepers for manure, and nuisances are com-- 
mitted in other ways, to the great inconvenience of the 
inhabitants as well as the fore’ yners who visit those places. 


The Rozndmeha of the same date regrets to find that 
grain is day by day growing dearer and dearer in Oudh. 
This, in the editor’s opinion, cannot be due to any other 
reason than that large quantities of grain are being constantly 
exported. to other provinces, as will ‘become manifesh from 
the fact that the exports for a single’ week (ending 15th 


_ February) amounted to 169,795} maunds, against. 17,299 


maunds of the imports. In other words, the ratio of the 
former to the latter was 10 : 1 nearly. If this state of things 
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continues, Oudh will certainly be involved in greater canines 
than Bengal. a ae 


The attention of the Cater Commissioner is invited to 
this. perttek es ; vi Ss : at ee gat” 


A cortebpinialons of Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 13th 
February complains of the number of wolves to be found across 
the Jumna in the Allahabad district.. He states that they 
have greatly multiplied during the past few years, and that 
scarcely a day passes in which Teports of the destruction 
of children or the attack of grown-up persons by wolves are 
not received in the police stations of Barah, Sirsa, Maija, &c. 
The writer himself had a narrow — near the Sirsa Hailway 
Station. fe 


The Government of the N orth-West, despite the late letter 
from the Supreme Government, have taken no steps i in the 
matter beyond the old offer of Rs. 5 per wolf. 


The Oudh Akhbédr of the same date complains of the Joss 
and inconvenience suffered by the people in. consequence of 
the supply: of stamp papers often falling short, or stamps of 
the required value not being procurable at Gover nment 
Treasuries. 


The editor laments the abolition of the veil of giving 
licenses for the sale of Manspe to private individuals. 


The writer also points out the desirability of giving greater 
extension to the sale of embossed envelopes, by keeping an 
ample store of them at all -post-offices at all times. 


_4 correspondent of the same paper commends the pitiable 
condition of Thakoor Bhawanee Singh, Tal ookdar of Neel- 
gaon in the Seetapore District, and a loyal subject ot Govern- 
‘ment, to the favorable notice of Government. The floods and 
drought of the past three years, combined ‘with the severity 
of the Government jumma, had already reduced him and his 
ryots.to great distress ; and ty.complete his ruin, the recent 
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hailstorm -has entirely destroyed the rubbee c¥ops of about 
27 of the villages in’ his zemindaree. A representation has 
already been made by the Thakoor to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, and the writer hopes Government will be moved to 
take his case into its favorable consideration. 


A correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette of the same 5 date 
repeats the often-noticed complaint of the prevalence of thefts 
in the city of Delhi, ard calls upon Government to adopt the 


necessary measures for putting an effective stop to this erying 
grievance. 


A Mynpoory correspondent of the. Lauh-i-Mahfte of the 
same date states that the Collector of that District. has been 
pleased to appoint tle ameens, whom the closing of the settle- 
ment work had thrown out of employ, as commissioners of 
inquiry. The writer approves of the plan, and thinks it highly - 
creditable to Mr. Lane; but remarks that the officer would do 
well to test the fitness of the, nominees for the duties of the 
new office by a special test before appointing them to it. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Niir of the 14th February 
states thata young married woman, resident of Belungunge in 
the city of Agra, has been induced by some rich men of the 
city to set up as a prostitute, and the Court has refused to en- 
tertain the suit of her guardians, 


_ Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from 
Umritsur, states that men of bad character have always been 
very troublesome there, and that the police exercise-no control 
over them. Only lately an affray took place, in which a man 
of that class, livmg in Sufed Kutra, was severely beaten by 
his comrades near Lahoree Durwaza, not far from the police 
station ; but, nevertheless, the police remained neutral, and it 
was only after the affray had subsided that. they weré sitcestad 
tothe spot on an informant’s report... Unless the Superin- 


tendent of. Police himself interfere, this state. of things will 
continue. - 


It is added that thefts are very frequent i in the. oe 
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The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the same date, in its correspond- 
ence columns, mentions the particulars of a serious dacoity 
said to have occurred in Mouzah Buserah, about 16: coss: frone 
Roorkee. A band of eleven or twelve persons forcibly entered 
the house of a bunniah, plundered all the valuable property 
in it, and killed the bunniah and wounded two of his depend- 
ants. On a report of the occurrence being made to the police, 
a search was made, and it is said eight or nine of the offenders. 
were arrested. | 


- Tn its IocaY news column, the same paper repeats com- 
plaints of the mismanagement of the Moradabad Police. Be- 
sides other cases noticed from time to time, a very daring: 
theft lately -happened in Chah-i-Nirghun, a mohullah of that 
city. Five or'six thieves entered tie house of one Jowahir 
Lal at night, armed with swords ; and, while two or three of 
them surrounded the owner with drawn swords in their handg,. 
the rest with lighted torches plundered all the property in the- 
house and went away. It is said that the amount of loss Was- 
Rs. 15,000, but that it has been set down. as only Rs. »,000.. 


The Mir-ul-Absdér of the 15th February has a long leader- 
on the behaviour of Government officials. It is observed 
that, while they are particular in dressing themselves decently — 
and keeping up much show and ostentation, and think jt 
their best policy to show officious regard and respect towards. 
their superiors, they are too apt to make a bad use of their 
_ authority‘and influence in their dealings with their subordi- 
nates and the public. Like Alexander ‘Selkirk in the island 
of Juan Fernandez, they think themselves to be monarchs 
in their sphére; and the lords of “all they survey,” and 
assume a haughty and overbearing behaviour. 


For ingtance,—Nur-ul-Hasan, teacher of Sondya Mane 
hulkabundee school in a tuhseel of Bareilly, who is a respectar 
ble man and a Syud, went to the tuhseel one day in company 
with one of his pupils and another teacher to receive his pay. 
The pupil, who is the son of a gentleman, entered the tuhseel 
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‘house with his shoes on, whick he put off at the bottom of 

the carpet. On this Umrao Singh, Judicial Mohnrir, and 
nephew of the Tuhseeldar, beat him; and on his defending 
himself, all the tuhseel servants fell upon him and the other 
teacher who was with him. Not content with this, the 
Tuhseeldar (who is a Rajpoot) by his own order caused all 
three persons to be kept in custody, exposed to the cold of 
the night, and without food, and fabricated a case against 
them, on the charge of their having gone to the tuhseel with 
the intention of plundering it, making a zemindar, who 
happened to be there at the time, his witness. ‘To all appear- 
ance the poor men’s ease is hopeless, the whole of the tuhseel 
amlahs being.on one side, and the poor teacher and his two 
companions, without any witness, on the other. 


The above statement is taken from the Najm-ul-. Akhbar, 
‘on the authority of a Bareilly correspondent of that paper. 
 (2.) On the occasion of Mr. Crooke’s late visit to Debaee, 
Kulyan Singh, Sub-Inspector of that place, invited some 
friends to dinner. Buldeo Sahai, Mr. Crooke’s Peshkar, was 


among them. A bottle of: brandy was got by the Sub-Inspec- 
tor from the Jeyr ampore co-operative shop. 


Dr. Wood, manager of the shop, told the Collector that 
Mr. Crooke had sent for a bottle of brandy, sending the money 
but no note. The Magistrate asked Mr. Crooke, who denied 
all know ledge of the purchase, and said that Mr. Martin, 
Inspector of Police, might have sent for the wine. Mr. 
_ Martin being asked, said he knew nothing about it, but that 
Kulyan Singh and Buldeo Sahai, who were at a dinner party 
that night, might have sent for the bottle. The Inspector 
particularly named these two persons, because, on account of 
their being Government servants, he knew them better than 
any of the other guests. On this the Magistrate wrote to Mr. 
Crooke that it had come to his knowledge that Kulyan Singh 
and Buldeo Sahai had sent for the brandy. The Assistant 
Magistrate asked Buldeo Sahai, who plainly told him that he 
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never sent for the brandy, and that he, being an Agarwal Bun- 

niah, was forbidden to taste spirits; adding that all he knew 
was that Kulyan Singh held a dinner party, at which he:was 

also present, and that brandy was sent for. Accordingly, 
Mr. Crooke called for Kulyan Singh toinquire. The latter-at 
first flatly denied, then said that he sent for the brandy for his 
horse, and finally that it was brought for the entertainment of 
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his friends. 
The Collector, vitae making any inquiries, or calling for 
an explanation, suspended Buldeo Sahai for six months, and de- 
graded him on half pay, and submitted a 7 to the Com- 
missioner. The poor Peshkar preferred an appeal to the Com- 
missioner ; but, unfortunately for him, the Collector on becom- 
ing aware of this, made a report'to the Commissioner that Bul- 
deo Sahai-was an unprincipled man, and that complaints against 
him were heard from all quarters,:adding with particular em- 
phasis that if, in the Cunimissioner’s opinion, Buldeo Sahai had 
cleared himself of the charge, he had no objection to his restor- 
ation, but that he ‘was'so corruptthat there would be little diffi- 
culty in proving something against him soon. Inspite of these 
reports, however, the Commissioner ordered Buldeo Sahai’s re- 
storation. The Collector on receiving the order gave verbalin- 
structions to the Nazir to communicate the news to Buldeo Sahai 
if he came, and tell him-that the Magistrate would keep him 
under himself, ‘but not to let him enter the Court compound. 
The poor Peshkar on being informed of ‘this applied to the 
Commissioner ‘for his transfer to -some other district,:on the 
plea of the Collector being on bad terms with him, as was 
manifest from what that officer had stated-in-his second report ; 
but the application was refused. He then appealed to the 
Sudder Board of Revenue, the result of which is not known. 
The editor of the Niir-ul-Absér, in reviewing the above 
case, doubts how the Collector could be prejudiced against, and 
have punished an official such as Buldéo Sahai has been des- 
cribed by his ‘correspondent, -unless he should have found 
something wrong in him, or unless he had been ‘formerly 
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-suspicious of him somehow, and taken advantage of the case it 
‘involve him in trouble. It is a peculiar characteristic of Euro- 
-peans, that wlien.they have once become suspicious or formed 
a bad opinion of any person, they. strive to find. arguments 
in support of their suspicion, and grasp at the least proof which 
‘may in any way appear -to them confirmatory of it. Some- 
times, too, they become. suspicious through a misunderstand- 
ing, in which ‘case the suspicion is hardly ever. dismissed 
from their minds.- If this has happened in the case under 
review, Buldeo Sahai has certainly been wronged. _ | 

The Harish. Chandra’s Magazine of the same date repub- 
lishes from the Bengal Magazine a lengthy essay on “ Com- 
mon Hindoostanee,”’ which furnishes an argument in support — 
of the claims of Hindee for adoption as a Court language in 
preference to Oordoo. It is remarked that of the several 
languages derived from the Sanskrit, none exercises so. general 
‘and widespread an influence over India as the Hindee; and 
that if there is any language in India which deserves to be 
called common, it is Hindée, which is not only the spoken 
language of the vast majority of the people, but also the lan- 
guage in which all commercial transactions are recorded. It 
is spoken throughout all Northern India, and is easily under- 
stood by the people of Bengal and of the Bombay Presidency ; 
and yet, unfortunately, it is this language which the British 
Government has done, and is still doing, its best to smother and 
stifle. It is a curious fact that, while in Eastern, Western, and 
Southern India the languages spoken by the people have been 
adopted as the languages of their Courts, in Hindoostan pro- 
per alone a language almost as forcign to the people as Eng- 
lish has been forced upon them. Had political considerations 
made the measure desirable one would have nothing to say. 
Russia is forcing her language on the people of Poland with the 
avowed object: of stamping out all longings fora future national 
existence.. The Indian Government professes no such bar- 


barous design : why then mn atiormpt to kill the very inner life of 
the nation ? ae 3 
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No one will venture to say that a language so closely allied 
to the Sanskrit as the Hindee ‘is can possibly be. deficierit 
in elasticity. Let it have'fair. play, and it. will distance its 
rival in a few years. But now not only are: public. offices closed 
to the Hindee-speaking and:writing people of the: country, 
but the insidious policy followed by the educational department 
is fast undermining the language. The department seems 
to have an insane craving for Oordoo. One of the Inspectors | 
in the North-West, a native gentleman of education and 
ability, has been writing a number of books in Persian- 
Oordoo in the Hindee character, and getting them introduced 
in the Hindee schools of. the ‘province. It is scarcely.possible 
to imagine a surer method of corrupting a nation’s mother- 
tongue. Why kill the Hindee inch by inch by introducing 
a. book like the 7imir Nashak (the destroyer. of darkness) 
into schools? Ifa book like this destroys anything at all, 
it is the little spark of vitality still left in the Hindee. We 
once saw the book in the hands of a school-class. It was a 
pitiful sight. .Such jaw-breaking Persian words! The poor 
urchins had as clear an idea of what they were reading as the | 
writer himself has of the language of the Ashantees. - 


“Next to Government officials, ‘the men who have done 
the greatest injury tothe Hindee language are the Missionaries. 
As a class, they have completely ignored the language. They 
write in high-flown Oordoo, they preach in Oordoo, and their 
converts, mostly orphans of the lower classes, are taught Oordoo 
of the true Johnsonese type. It is time they should turn over 
anew leaf, It is needless to assure them that they will ad- 
dress willing and attentive ears if they write and speak 
language the people readily understand. 


The Kdvi Vachan Sudhdé of the 1 6th February draws 
attention tothe difficulty and inconvenience experienced by — 
poor persons in cashing their ‘money orders at the Money 
Order Office, Benares. The Bahoos in charge threaten and 
abuse them, and delay payment on frivolous excuses, such as 
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‘their having come too late, or the. like, in consequence of 
which the poor men are put to great trouble, and:much of 
their time is uselessly wasted. In order to remove the gtiev- — 
ance, the editor suggests that a Branch Money Order Office 
should be established in some part of the city where poor 
persons may be able easily to get pay ment on ‘their money 
orders. 


In the next artidle the same paper gives credit to the 
Municipal Committee of Benares for having assigned a sepa- 
rate place for shops for the ‘sale of flesh in certain quarters of 
the city, and having ther eby removed a great nuisance and 
source of unhealthiness from it ;. but wonders why similar shops 
— situated in Dal-ki-Mundee have been suffered to remain where 
_ they are. 


The attention of the Municipal Ociiiitiitese | is “directed to 
this, as well-as to the imperative necessity of removing 
to'a distance the taverns scattered throughout the city,—a 


_ Suggestion so often repeated before. 


It is added that in many cases lamps have been posted in 
parts of the city where there is little need of them ; probably 
because the house of some Municipal Commissioner happens to 
be there ; while mohullahs where they are most wanted have 
been left unprovided. For instance, the portion of the city 
from Rungeet Das-ka-Phatuk to Doodh Vinayak, which is a 
frequent resort, and through which the way to Madho Das-ka- 
Dharahra (one of the curiosities of Benares) lies, is unprovided 
with lights, to the great inconvenience of the people. 


The same paper again repeats complaints of the filthy con- 
dition of the lanes of Benares, this time in the form of a drama. 
The lanes adjoining the houses of the Honorary Magistrates | 
of the city, and that in which the editor’s house is situated, and 
the part of the city ‘towards the left side of his Paecen Bagh, 
where heaps of dirt, bones, &c., may be seen, and nuisance is 


committed in various ways, are particularly mentioned as 
abounding with filth, 
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The same paper joins with its contemporaries in suggest- 
ing the need of schouls for teaching the natives of the country 
the industrial and mechanical arts. Without these the ‘state: 
of the country will never be improved. Mere B: As. and 
M. As. can be of no use in a time of famine. 


” The Jalwa-i- Tur of the same date gives an account of the 
annual exhibition which was recently held at Boolundshuhur. : 
The arrangements kept up throughout are pronounced to be 
praiseworthy, and much credit is given to the Collector and 
‘other district officers, both European and Native, for their: 
zeal and energy in conducting them. Besides the liberal: © 
prizes assigned by Government, others, amounting in all to 
Rs. 670, were offered by the gentlemen of Boolundshubur and 
other cities who took part in the exhibition. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 17th February has a long leader 
on the Bengal famine. The drift is that the wholesale drain- 
age of grain from the different parts of India for the relief 
of the sufferers in Bengal has had the effect of impoverishing 
the exporting districts and of considerably raising the price 
of grain there. Already the rate of provisions has risen very 
high in some cities of the North-Western and other Provinces. 


In the District of Goruckpore, for tno, wheat sells at 
nine seers a rupee. — | 


In the editor’s opinion, it is high time for Government. 
authoritatively to interfere with the commercial concerns of 
the country, instead of allowing them to take their own’ 
course ; and he would also suggest to the district authorities 
and the members of Municipal Committees the necessity of 
examining from time to time the price-currents of their districts, 
supervising the provisions ‘brought to market, and keeping 
themselves informed of the state of the exports and imports 


of their districts, so as to be able to provide — any im- 
pending calsinaiey. : 


A correspondent of the Shola-i-Tur of the same date 
notices two serious cases of highway robbery, said to‘have 
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happened in Orai, in Jaloun District, lately. In one of these, 
a cart-full of grain was plundered between Mouzahs Shunkar-: 
pore and Nainapore, and the three persons attending it were 
wounded; in the other the camel d&ék gharry, which was 
travelling from Orai to Calpee, as usual, on arriving near 
Kinyan Chokur, was attacked by a party of five or six robbers, 
who wounded two persons and took away Rs. 8-4-0. Some 
of the offenders in the latter case have been arrested. _ 


A correspondent of the Nur Afshdn of the 19th February 
complains. of the indecent practices of bathing naked at ponds. 
and wells, wearing flimsy dresses through which the whole. 
body can be distinctly seen, and singing obscene songs in 
bazars and streets, said to be common among the women of 
Lahore; and wonders why the Municipal Committee take 
no steps for putting a check to them. 


The Rifdh-t-Am, in noticing the same subject, quotes 
approvingly the opinion of a contemporary, that the practice 
of the singing of obscene songs by native women in public 


places should be authoritatively prohibited by eee of 
districts by a proclamation. 


POLITICAL (FOREIG)).. . 


The Dabdabd-i-Sikdndari, of the 2nd February, praises 
the Rana of Delwarah in the Odeypore territory for his good 
management of his State, and the interest taken by him in 
the welfare of his subjects. As a fresh proof. of this, it is 
said that, in order to remove the distress felt in some parts’ 
of his State through scarcity of water, the Rana has con- 
structed pucka tanks at a considerable cost in three different 


places, and is about to build wells and reservoirs ,in several 
others. | 


The. Vritt Dhdrd,. of the 9th. February, calls: upon the 
Maharajah of Dhar to assist in the relief ‘of | the sufferers 
from the Bengal famine; and as the easiest and at the same 
time profitable plan for doing 80, ee that His Highness y 


any 


instead of making a pecuniary grant, -should - employ. a cér- 
tain number of the sufferers for tilling the waste land in 
Nimunpore, which is rich, and will, on being brought under 
cultivation, yield'an annual income of about a lakh of rupees. — 
By this plan,, while a portion of the famished inhabitants of 
this country will be provided with subsistence, the State will 

- derive much benefit. 


The .Akhbdr-i-Alam, of the 12th February, publishes a 
critique on ‘ Aitchison’s Treaties.” The editor says that 
the information about the Indian Native States. contain- 
‘edin the book is generally correct, but thinks it’ remark- 
able that. the income of the States as therein recorded: should 
be generally wrong, being considerably less than what it 
‘should be, As itis, in some cases half the actual income, and | 
even less, has been put down. It may be that the Chiefs of 
the States should have for some reason misstated their income, 
and the entries in the boek should be based. on these misstate- - 
‘ments ; but even in that case some blame. certainly attaches 
to the Foreign Secretary for having failed to ascertain the ~ 
correct amount from other sources. | 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nur, of the 14th February, 
states that Moulvie Nujuf Ali; Moonserim of the Criminal 
Court at Tonk, has prepared a translation of the Bible in Per- 
sian verse; and that the Nawab intends to submit this novel 
performance to Government, in a decorated and embellished 
form, as a rarity. 2S at 


-, COMMERCIAL-~(RAILWAYS). 

The Karndmah, of the 9th February, draws attention to 
the inconveniences suffered by Natives. in travelling by rail. 
The lower class carriages are so over-crowded, that the passen~ 
gers have sometimes to travel standing for’ several stations; 
and on the train reaching a station no care is taken to unlock: 
the carriages and give the passengers a' chance of refreshment. 
Much difficulty is also experienced in procuring water. Quite. 


‘the contrary is the case with Huropean passengers, who are 


well looked after. | 
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The above complaint specially refers to the Bombay, Baro- 
da, and Central India Railway, and the attention of the mana- 
gers of that line is therefore particularly invited to the griev- 
ances referred to. The arrangements made by the Oudh and 
Rohilkhund Railway Company for the convenience of travellers 
are spoken of as commendable, and well worthy of imitation. 


The Ahhydr-ul-Akhbdr, of the 10th February, notices the 
loss and inconvenience suffered by. the people in the trans- 
port of their goods by rail. No care is taken for the protec- 
tion of the goods on the railway stations; great difficulty is 
experienced in procuring a railway receipt for the goods ; 
extortions are practised, and the senders gre illtreated in. vari- 
ous ways; and such gross carelessness is shown in the loading 
and unloading of goods, that they suffermuch damage. It is 
owing to these drawbacks that merchants and tradesmen gene- 
rally prefer sending their goods by means of carts and boats, 
and willingly incur the heavy expenses and risks attending those 
agencies of conveyance, instead of resorting to the muck 
cheaper and quicker agency of the Railway Company. 


In support of the above statement the writer mentions two 
instances, both relating to the Oudh and Rohilkhund Railway 
Company, which have come to his knowledge. A friend of 
his, who is a merchant, recently sent 109 maunds of molasses 
to the Charbagh Station, Lucknow, for transmission to Raj- 
pootana, which reached the railway godown at 4p. mu. The 
owner entreated that the molasses should be placed inside 
the godown to prevent its becoming wet from the dew of the 
night, but in vain; and the result was that it suffered much 
damage. Next day, although there was plenty of time, the 
railway officials did not furnish the railway receipt till 10} a. m., 
and all this while the sender was subjected to illegal extortions 
and ill-treatment at:the hands of the railway servants. 
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In the second instance, some smoking-tobacco, which had 
been sent by a person from Lucknow to Calcutta had scarcely 
reached Howrah when half the quantity was found to be gone. | 


To such causes it is due that the merchants of Lucknow 
still transmit their goods largely by means of boats and carts. 


The attention of Government i is invited to all this. 


The Koh-i-N ur, of the 14th Titeity, | in a communicated 

article, draws the attention of the railway authorities and 

the Lieutenant-Governor, Punjab, to the following particulars 
in connection with the Mooltan railway station :— 


(a.) Unlike the other cities of the Punjab,—such as 
Lahore, Jullundhur, Umballa,—which have a city and a can- 
tonment railway station, Mooltan has only one railway station, 
which is situated in the cantonment, to the great inconvenience 
of the city passengers, 


(b.) The time of the arrival of the Lahore train at Mool- 
tan in the winter season is 2 o’clock at night, which is very 
inconvenient to passengers, especially on account of the dis- 
tance of the railway station from the city, and the want of an 
accommodation for passengers at the station, _ 


(c.) The stations is very wretched, being too small and 
kuchha, although, owing to the excessive heat of Mooltan, 
which is proverbial in all India, the station there ought to have 
been more convenient than that of any other city. 


The Puttiala Akhbér, of the 16th February, draws atten- 


tion to the following grievances at the Loodhiana railway 
' station : — 


(a.) No ay is paid to. the rank and dignity of ne 
passengers at the time of the distribution of tickets, the high 
and the low receiving an equally rude and un gentlemanly 


: treatment. at the hands of the Railway Police. - 
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" ((b.) No person is allowed adinitatios to the platform, 
without obtaining a pass from the station-master. ‘ 


(c.) No relative or attendant is permitted to: go with 


female passengers to the. platform’ { to assist them in taking 
their seats in the carriage. | 


(d.) After procuring tickets, passengers are doomed ta 
the ignominy of being ordered, in a rude and insulting 
language (such as “tera ticket kahdn hav’’), to show ‘their 


_ tickets, to a coolie, who has charge of the entrance to the plat- 
form, being before allowed to go in. 


Such treatment is extremely offensive to natives, and 
. especially to women. 


A correspondent of the Nur Afshdn, of the 19th F sins, 
prefers complaints against a Moonshee employed at the Um- 
-ritsur railway station, and drawing Rs. 10 or 12° per mensem. 
He is said to be in the habit of insulting female passengers. 


EDUCATIONAL. —_ — 
The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 6th February, pub- 
lishes in extenso the proceedings of the meetings recently held 
at Hatrass and Moorsan in the Allygurh District, under the 
auspices of Rajah Jey Kishen Dass, (, 8. I. .»in order to 
raise subscriptions in aid of the proposed Sanscrit University. 
After the usual speeches had been delivered, subscription lists 
were circulated. The total amount raised at Hatrass was 
Rs. 6,412, and that at Moorsan and Beswan Rs. 6,793. His 
Highness Rajah Teekun Singh, C,8.I, of Moorsan, heads the 
lists with a subscription of Rs. 5,000 ‘audi his name; and 
Bohra Guj Singh, Lalas Debe Das and Jotee Prasad, Lalas 
Phool Chund and Mukhan Lal, and Thakoor Gir Prasad follow, 
the first with a subscription of Rs, 1,100, and the other three 
of Rs. 1,000 each. Special credit'is given to Rajah. Teekum 
Singh, and no less so to Thakoor Gir Prasad of Beswan, for 
having contributed such liberal sums. The Thakoor further 
intends to establish a Sanscrit school at Beswan, at a caus y 
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cost. of. Rs. 1,000, or about. one-third of the annual i Income of 
his estate and both. for this, as. well as the remarkable- -Ser- 

vices rendered. by him in the cause of his national learning 
and religion, by preparing a translation of the Vedas -at con- 
siderable labor and expense, he deserves the thanks of the 

whole Hindoo community. ie 


The above subscriptions, added to those raised at Morada- 
bad, Etah, and Bareilly, make up a total of Rs, 26,826. 


The editot of the All ygurh Institute Gazette silos the 
movement, which he considers higlily creditable; and hopes 
that a project so auspiciously begun will-end prosperously. 
It is considered to be no small success that in such a brief 
space of time about Rs. 27,000 should have been raised at 
three or four meetings, although not a single one of the Chiefs 


and Princes of the famous Hindoo States is included among 
the subscribers | 


The Hindi Prakdsh, of the 13th February, pebtehie the 
proceedings of the grand meeting of Dharm Sabhdé at Umrit- 
sur, held on:the 8th idem, under the auspices of Rai Baha- | 
dur Pandit Bihari Lal, Extra Assistant Commissioner, and 
President of the Sabhd, in order to raise subscriptions for — 
the establishment of a Hindoo College in that city. The 
meeting was attended by about 1,000 persons. After all | 
present had taken their seats, pathetic speeches on the im- 
portance. of the projected- scheme were delivered by the 
- President and other gentlemen, which produced sueh effect on 
the minds of the audience, that each and all cheerfully volun- 
' teered to assist in the furtherance of the movement. . 


A correspondent of the Khair Khwdh-i-Alum, of the 15th 
February, prefers complaints against the Deputy Inspector 
of Schools, Goordaspore, especially. with regard to his 
treatment towards the Mahomedan teachers under his control. 
It is. said that:the Deputy. Inspector. is totally unacquainted 
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with Persian and the subjects taught in the village schools, 
and is very much prejudiced against Mahomedan teachers. 
He sells school-books to them at 20 per cent. in excess of the 
original price, and thus collects Rs. 30 per annum from each. © 
Moreover, Mahomedan teachers are dismissed for a sli ght 
fault, while undue partiality is shown to Hindoo teachers. 


The attention of Government is invited to this. 


The Harishé Chandra’s Magazine, of the 15th February, 
publishes a critique on Itihds Timirndshak, part IIL, a history 
of India in Hindee by Babu Shiv4 Prasad, 0.S.I., which is 
designed for the use of the Educational Department. The 
work is praised as a very valuable addition to the vernacular 
literature of this country, the first of its kind ever written in 
that language, and in which various and curious infor- 
mation relating to India,—two or three thousand years old, and 
derived from the archzological researches of distinguished 
European scholars, the writings of the celebrated Native au- 
thors of antiquity, and the records of foreigners who visited 
India in the ancient times,—has been beautifully condensed in 
a brief space, and a terse and attractive style; but there is 
said to be one defect in this, as in other works from the ~ 
Babu’s pen, which presents an obstacle to his being a generally 
popular author. Like Christian Missionary writers, he 
speaks of Hindee institutions in a way offensive to orthodox 
Hindoos. Instruct your countrymen by all means, but in a 
loving and mild, not in an abusive and sneering manner,—= 
much less in a work intended for Government schools. 


By way of example, the writer points to the account of 
the Brahmin feast at page 43 of the book, where the Brah- 
mins are contemptuously spoken of as greedily swallowing 
down sweetmeats. Such taunting is unbecoming of a sober 
historian. It is now an avowed theory of the civilized world 


that any popular faith, when subject to a strict scientific scru- 
tiny, will, anyhow, suffer more or less. 


The author now and 


then, in his attempts to glean some historical truth from 
Hindoo scriptures, tries to distract the belief of his country- 
men from them. He himself says in his preface,“ No sober 
man is expected to go through these pages, and again believe 
in the absurdities of the Purans, or long for one of the old 
régimes.” A book with such aims is sure to work much mis- 
chief, if solemnly placed by Government in the hands of the 
young children of thé masses attending the village schools. 
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